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Caftain Horatio Hornblower stars Gregory Peck in wha’ af &’ time iy
‘ave been th’ 535& frgﬁ[c volee o’ bis eareer. Today, o course, we recall
‘im more fer two other roles, as Atticus Finch in tﬁ’y 1962 adaptation o’
Harper Lees T’ xill a Mocﬁingﬁirc{ n as Captain Abab o’ &’ whaler Peguoc{
in th’ 1956 Jobn Huston ‘n Ray BmdFuD/ m{aft‘ation 0’
Herman Mellvill?s Moéz Dick.

b’ Hornblower film was in port m{afted' fer th’ screen by th’ original
T author o’ th’ Hornblower novels, ¢. 5. Torester. She draws on &’ first
thee books in €’ series, fuﬁ[is&c{ in 1937 ‘1 1938, CIH’ Happy Return
(orgina[:l)‘/ titled Beat ¢ Quarters in th’ UK), A .Sﬁif o’ t’ Line, ‘n Elyin’
Colours, CThese books, as wit’ several o’ th’ Aubrey-Maturin novet}'g
Patrick O’Brian, qrasp as prize cargo events from th actual [ife
‘n career o’ Admiral CThomas Cochrane.

b’ film rights were ori inally acauived by Warner Bros, wit’ 66 intent
T that tﬁrgwsu[tin’ ﬁ;g sﬁo'uy[c{% Err%ff_i}»nn, someone e shall sée
in th’ second set o’ waterborne adventure films 1 5ofe ¢ share wit’ ye bere.

ornblower was shot primarily in t’ UK ‘n reused  set constructed fer
H Disney’s 1950 Treasure Isil/nd' (which be also charted wpon our course
o’ sail) but shot on :{9/ fand. Upon true decks ‘n floatin’ bulls, there’s work
done aboard th” actual flagship o* Admiral Horatio Nelson, HMS Victory,
[on‘g freservec{ as 4 musesm sﬁif in Portsmouth barbor, where it vemains
open ¢ th’ public ¢ this day. Another _fu[l:xa[e veal sailin’ séif was also
ertp ed, th’ Marcel B. Surdo, which we sﬁa[f see again in
th’ next movie in this series, HMS Deflant.

Tﬁ’ films was veleased ¢ veasonably good veviews ‘n was a commercial
success. Contemporary reviewers appesr mt‘géty enthusiastic fer ¢’
film ‘n within &’ maritime fiction enthusiast community ‘s quite 5'@5‘[)/
ryarded. Director Raoul walsh started in silents ‘n be ﬁéefy best known
today fer &’ Humphrey Bogart picture High Sierra ‘n ¢’ James Cagney
feature White Heat. He would g0 on ¢ make a couf[c o’ other nautical
action films, 1952’ Blackbeard 6 Pirate ‘n 1953’ Sea Devils, ‘n finished

bis ﬁﬁ—mymr career in 1964 wit’ th’ Western A Distant Trumpe.



