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1 this we[l:regcm{d early silent naval epic, Ole Tronsides, @ young
Ism{éfwag qoes ¢ sea oné ¢’ be taken captive th’ notorious pirates o’
th’ Barﬁap/ Coast in th’ Mediterranean. CIH gjﬁ‘ty American wmﬁ?y

USS Constitution battles th’ pirates ‘n frevaiﬁf.’ Based Loosely on a 14

American naval war off Liga fousht in 1804 ‘n 1805, th’ film was

shot in Californian waters off 6’ coast o” Cataling 1sland ‘n emf[gecf
two real nineteenth century vessels, c&strgfin’ one onscreen!

b’ frod'uction was nab a box-office success ‘n, unsmfrisin&[y, an
T well o'er &tc{get, but be wc[?gmfed' tod'gy among silent movie

51_4]}}. IR’ Constitution would 4o on ¢’ make ber name - ‘n ¢ achieve
Ger nickname, Ofe Tronsides, used anachronistically in 66 title o’ this
Silm - in &’ War o’ 1812 when she defeated ¢ larger ‘n better-armed
British vessel HMS Guerriere, an event which 5e£%ec{ ¢ turn &’ tide o’
war in America’s favor.

obn Tayloe 1V; son o’ Jobn Tayloe 111, ancestor ¢’ several close
J fnmlry o’ yer Captain bere afore ye, was a widshipman aboard &
Constitution durin snid battle ‘n was severely wounded, endin’ bis naval
career 5501'{6/ thereafter. Twas ¢ Virginia legistature awarded im
sword in. commemoration o’ &’ event, ‘n ¢ blade be currmt.[y J:.Z?[gyed'
at th’ Octagon in Wusﬁingtm DC, one o’ th’ fumi.[yic bomes at &’ time
‘Wth’ site o’ th’ s'gm'n’
o’ th’ treaty that ended th’ war.

b Constitution was refurbished aft a fundraisin’ tour jus’ afore
T this film was shot, leavin’ mementoes o’ ber visit a maty pores o
ol includin’ Seattle, “n two cannons that were Located on ber vear deck

are now located in th’ veterans’ section o’ Evergreen Wasﬁe[ﬁ Cemete

in Seattle fus’ north o’ me current moorage. -"Ié’ sﬁif berself be th’ oldest

561'19 still in commission wit’ 66 United States Navy ‘n she remains oper
¢’ visitors in

Boston Harbor € this c{gy




